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ABSTRACT: The laws governing nurse practitioners’ scope
of practice significantly impact the degree of autonomy
and independence they have in their professional roles.
Low-autonomy environments resulting from restrictions
on nurse practitioners’ scope of practice can have long-
term adverse effects on their recruitment, training, and
retention. These laws directly affect the range of services
they can offer, their decision- making authority, and their
ability to establish and manage their practices. By
lowering both monetary and non-monetary benefits of
practice ownership, restrictions on independent practice
make it more difficult for nurse practitioners to start a
practice. Thus, these regulations potentially exacerbate
the shortage crisis in primary care, especially within
communities already struggling with access to healthcare.
We track sole proprietor nurse practitioners in each US
Shishir Shakya, Ph.D. state from 2016-2023 to analyze how the scope of practice
Assistant Professor of Economics laws influence sole proprietorship among nurse

Walker College of Business practitioners. Our results help lay the groundwork for
Appalachian State University future evidence-based policy surrounding nurse
shishirshakya.github.io practitioner scope of practice.

Friday, March 22,2024
3:00-4:30p.m. PST | via Zoom, register for link

The Philosophy, Poliitcs, and Economics (PPE) Research Seminar Series
provides a forum for eminent scholars across these disciplines to
present their work in a flexible format with faculty and students.

Event info: www.sjsu.edu/economics/events/ppe-seminar-series

For more information:
darwyyn.deyo@sjsu.edu | 408-924-5413
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